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QUIN  

1 Introduction 
 

The aim of the project is to catalogue the natural, built and cultural heritage of the local area 

surrounding Quin village. Quin parish boundaries are used to broadly determine the project 

scope. The project has two aims: 

 

1. To present the rich heritage of Quin in its many facets to the local population so that 

they get a better sense of their place. 

2. To use this Audit Report, together with its supporting documents, videos, interviews 

and photographs, located at https://quinheritage.ie/, to assist future research, 

development of actions and conservation of local heritage sites. 

 

This document in an overview of the sites and features to be found in and around the village of 

Quin in East Clare. Individual reports are being produced of specific sites across a range of 

activities. It is hoped to engage the local community, so they too can bring their individual 

skills and enthusiasm to assist with future projects. The initial aim is to capture the unique 

story of Quin parish, past and present, so its rich history may be shared by all. This document 

will also serve as a basis for suggestions on how Quin might be enhanced in the future.  

We are most grateful to The Heritage Council who sponsored the preliminary research for this 

Audit Report and facilitated the production of our local video. 

 

1.1 Background 

 

Quin stands approximately ten kilometres east of Clare‟s capital town Ennis. It once was on the 

principal road from Limerick into Thomond/Clare. Because of its location it was a gathering 

point for fairs and commerce in the past. Its name derives from the Irish Cuinche, meaning 

arbutus-producing land.  According to local folklore, there once was an arbutus grove close to 

the Friary. 

Quin was in the district of Uí Caisín, a territory which belonged to the Gaelic MacNamara 

clan. Their ownership extended from early fifth up to fourteenth century.  Their area stretched 

from Killaloe to Ennis and included the parish of Quin. Within their territory were many tower 

houses and before them, the high status triple-walled ringfort at Cahercalla, beside Quin 

village. 

Quin became a defined village with the building of the Anglo-Norman castle by Thomas de 

Clare in 1278. In time Quin Friary would be built on the ruins of de Clare‟s castle.Today Quin 

is a village of about two thousand, with a thriving community and an assured future with a 

large young population. 

https://quinheritage.ie/
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Quin Heritage Group at this time consists of Yvonne Gallagher (IT Specialist), Siobhán O‟ 

Sullivan (Writer and teacher), Richard Maxted (Photographer and drone photographer) and 

Michael Houlihan (Writer and historian). All are living in Quin. 

1.2 Project Scope 

 

A portfolio of work was decided upon to push this project onwards:    

 Completion and publication of this Audit Report 

 Development of a video, showcasing aspects of Quin, to garner interest and support. 

 Develop a „Quin Heritage‟ website as a repository for material, including old 

documents, photographs and maps of the Quin area. 

 Heritage and „Culture Night‟ events to be undertaken. 

 Engagement with schools to better highlight aspects of local Heritage. 

 Continuing engagement with collating and structuring the story of Quin. The 

ambition here is to add one at least one peer-reviewed essay /article to the website 

each month that may come from Quin Heritage Group members or outside experts.. 

 Discuss and add final recommendations to the Audit Report with a view to working 

with public authorities to implement them. 

 

1.3 Map of historical sites 

 

This map highlights some sites of interest around Quin. All are within a short drive of the 

village. Those in red are immediately accessible, while the orange ones are on private land and 

may only be viewed from the road. 
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2 Topography 
 

Dindseanchas –The Lore of the Land 

 Clare is composed of a mosaic of vegetation and habitat types that have evolved in response to 

the underlying and surface geology, topography, soil and human activities. According to the 

data the predominant land cover within the county is grassland, accounting for approximately 

64 per cent of total land area. This reflects the strong agricultural activity within the county and 

in particular the move to dairy farming over the past forty years.  

The undulating lowlands of east Clare, generally covered by glacial deposited sediments and 

alluvium, are underlain by limestone of the Lower Carboniferous Series. The mountains and 

hills rise above these lower areas. Old Red Sandstone is generally found around the perimeter 

of the East Clare uplands, whilst the interiors are formed by far older Lower Palaeozoic silts 

and shales. These usually create the rounded hills, which are generally covered by thin soils.  

Limestone dominates throughout the central part of the county. This limestone belt runs north-

south from the exposed limestone uplands and pavements of the Burren, underlying the 

drumlin belt surrounding Ennis and the Fergus River and extending towards the lower drumlins 

of east Clare. 

 

Map of principal soil types across Clare 

 

The River Shannon is fringed by the undulating lowlands of east Clare; these are close to sea-

level, reflected by the numerous lakes within this area. To the east of Quin the landscape is 

dominated by gley soils. These are soils which, with poor drainagemay lead to peat 

development on the surface if not properly managed. Land use in more determined around 
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theFergus estuary towards the River Shannon and up to Ennis, with a high dominance of 

grassland. This grassland feature includes the immediate Quin area.i 

2.1 Hydrology/Hidreolaíocht 

 

The River Rine (Abha na Rinne) flows in an eastern direction from the hills at Maghera and 

turns South West after Quin. The river flows through the centre of Quin village, with a large 

stream joining north of the village. There is an extensive network of drains south of the village. 

The river is crossed at Quin Bridge in the centre of the village. The river is narrow at this point 

and has high banks that appear well able to manage high waters. The river continues for 

another eight kilometres when it meets the Fergus River coming south from Clarecastle. Both 

rivers enter the River Shannon within a short distance of one another. 

As well as being a habitat for brown trout, the river provides food and shelter to a myriad of 

insects and birds. It also creates a flight corridor for a significant colony of Lesser Horseshoe 

bats found wintering in Poulnagordon Cave on the edge of the village. This cave is a Special 

Area of Conservation. The ruins of Quin Abbey also provides the appropriate cracks and 

crevices for nesting birds and roosting bats. 

 

Map showing part of the route of the Rine River through Quin and on to the Shannon. 
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3 Natural Heritage 
 

3.1 Caves/Uaimheanna 

 

Because parts of the Quin landscape are in limestone ground, which is porous and susceptible 

to erosion, a number of caves lie within the vicinity of the village. Furthermore, the unique 

local terrain contains ancient riches in the form of lead and silver ore that has been exploited in 

the past. 

 
 Richard Maxted in 

Poulnagordon  

Two caves lie no more than 

10 minutes from Quin. In 

fact the first is on the 

outskirts of the village at 

Feaghquin. Poulnagordon 

Cave, is locally known as 

„The Bridges of Quin‟ and 

is found to the north of 

Main Street. 

 

It is no longer very deep 

but tall enough to allow an 

individual stand upright in 

it. It is home to a colony of 

Lesser Horseshoe bats. 

 
 

Lawlor’s Cave,  Coogaun   

 

The second cave is to the north east of the village at Coogaun, close to the Rine River. It is 

lower in height and less accessible than the cave in the village.  

 

Looking  out from Coogaun/Lawlor’s Cave 
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3.2 The Disappearing Lakes of East Clare: 

Turloughs/Turlaigharea type of intermittent lake found in limestone areas of Ireland. The name 

comes from the Irish tur, meaning "dry", while the suffix -lach, means "a place". These 

physical features in the landscape are nearly unique to Ireland (1-2 in the UK). We are 

fortunate to have some close to Quin.One very important one is Lough Gash west of 

Newmarket on Fergus, on the way to Kilnasoolagh.It is designated as a Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) due to the uniqueness of the habitat internationally and the rare plant and 

animalspecies it helps support.  

In Quin parish there are also turloughs that come and go. These are in Dangan, Mooghaun and 

Toonagh. The turloughs mostly fill from below through channels and crevices in the 

bedrock.In wintertime, after continuous rain and low evaporation, many bird species can be 

seen utilising the lakes. In dry summer there is nothing much to see but a dry depression with a 

light grey-colouredclay carpet lying over the plant life. 

This very light deposit of sediment produces a sward particularly beloved by herbivorous 

animals, large and small. The vegetation of the turloughs is usually nibbled to the last leaf, and 

all plants are much dwarfed. 

The most abundant plants are those which can best withstand submergence, or grazing, or both. 

There is a total absence of rushes, willows, alder and many other plants which one associates 

with marshes or wet ground. Many types of violet, shrubby cinquefoil and flecked marsh 

orchid are plants are found in the turlough depressions. 

 

 

 

4 Administration 
 

4.1 The subdivisions of Quin Parish 

A townland (Irish: baile fearainn) is a small geographical division of land almost uniquely 

used in Ireland (there are some in Scotland). It is Gaelic in origin, pre-dating the Norman 

invasion. Most townlands names are in the original  Irish. However, some townland names and 

boundaries come from Anglo-Norman manors,(they happily adopted the (system), 

 plantation divisions or later creations of the Ordnance Survey.  The total number of identified 

townlands in Ireland is about 61,000. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_invasion_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_invasion_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_invasion_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiberno-Norman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manorialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plantations_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordnance_Survey_Ireland
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4.2 Travel and Commerce/Taisteal ‘s’ Gnó 

 

Prior to the establishment of county grand juries in 1765, local road improvements were carried 

out on a parish-by-parish basis, which obliged each parish to raise sufficient funds for the 

maintenance of roads within the parish boundary. Thereafter, the county grand juries were 

responsible for financing, managing and extending the road and bridge network within the 

country. These bodies were able to raise funds through taxing the baronies through which the 

proposed road was to run. Many of these roads are identifiable in the current landscape due to 

their straight alignment, disregarding physical features such as poorly drained soils. Quin was 

on the main route to Limerick at one time making it an important hub for travellers. The village 
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by its central location and network of roads was within striking distance of farmers and cattle 

dealers from around the county.  

‘Fairs and Markets; Half-Holiday 

In 1942, a brief survey of Quin indicated that fairs were still active.  

Monthly Fairs and Markets: Quin 27th July, 1st Nov. Three other new fairs, Jan, Feb, March. 

The famous Spancil Hill fairs - 5 miles distant. Also in Quin parish, horses 23rd, cattle 24th 

June. 

Weekly Market Day: None 

Half-Holiday: Monday.Surveyor, Ralph Lucas.’   

 

What was known as „The Great Fair of Quin‟ was at annual event that drew farmers from all 

over. The Fair Green was a large field on the left side of the road near today‟s Feaghquin 

district as one headed out of town. One of its boasts was that the Rebellion of 1641 was first 

shared in the county by those attending the fair. 

Quin 1837 
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Quin Bridge 

 

The bridge across the River Rine in Quin Village has been a critical part of the area 

infrastructure for generations. It effectively allows traffic from Ennis to connect directly with 

East Clare. There is a second bridge crossing the river at Ardsollus. The bridge features in the 

1842 Ordnance map of Quin. A survey by Duchas in 2000 describes the bridge as follows 

„Three-arch rubble stone bridge over river c, 1800, with cut stone voussoirs, keystone and 

triangular cut-stones, renovated in 1997‟. To reduce stresses on the bridge it has been reduced 

to one vehicle crossing at the time. 

4.3 Ardsollus and Quin railway station  

 

 
 

A station on the railway from Limerick to 

Ennis and served the village of Quin which is 

approx. one mile away.The small station was 

opened by the Limerick and Ennis Railway in 1859 

and run by the Great Southern and Western 

Railway Company, and so joined the Great 

Southern Railways. 

 

The location is on the straight run from Ennis to 

Limerick. It would no doubt have made it too 

expensive to detour the line into the village of 

Quin. A second reason might be that there were 

very popular race meetings in the ‟Race Park‟, a 

large field less than a quarter of a mile from the 

station in Ballykilty townland.  

Ardsollus Railway Station, late 19
th

 century  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ardsollus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quin,_County_Clare
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Limerick_and_Ennis_Railway&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Southern_Railways_(Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Southern_Railways_(Ireland)
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The station was nationalised, passing on to the Córas Iompair Éireann group as a result of the 

Transport Act 1944 which took effect from 1 January 1945. The passenger service ceased but 

freight traffic passed on to the Iarnród Éireann in 1986. 

The line is enjoying a new lease of life since upgrade in 2010. 

 

4.4 Mines and Mining/Mianadóireacht 

 

Clare people might be familiar with the story of characters such as Paddy Hannon (1840-1925) 

from Quin, who discovered the first gold in Kalgoorlie, This precipitated the greatest gold rush 

in the history of Australia. It is thought that Paddy had learned his mining trade in the Quin 

area and brought his skills with him. 

County Clare would not stand out in many people‟s minds as a significant mining district. Yet 

there is a local history of mining in Clare.In the 19th century there were many small mines 

operating in East Clare, and records of mineral finds, not all of which were economic. They 

were all developed on veins of lead ore, often silver bearing, within the local Carboniferous 

Limestone. Old mine sites occasionally become viable again as mineral economies vary. In this 

context, there has been extensive exploration in the East Clare district again in recent years. 

The Government‟s Exploration and Mining Division issues Prospecting Licences to 

companies, who are required to complete an acceptable work programme and spend a certain 

amount of funds on exploration. To date no old mines have been re-worked. 

The Singleton family living in Quinville Abbey House were the main beneficiaries of the local 

mines. Following extraction, the ore was transported to Clarecastle quay and shipped to Wales 

for processing. During a relatively short working life, the two mines of Ballyhickey and 

Kilbreckan generated huge wealth for the family.  

 

Kilbreckan Mine 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B3ras_Iompair_%C3%89ireann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iarnr%C3%B3d_%C3%89ireann
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4.4.1 Kilbreckan 

 

Lies some 2.5km northwest ofQuin. It was aVictorian era lead-zinc mine worked from 1834-

1854. An engine house and several flooded shafts are still visible today. The mine reached a 

maximum depth of 54m where considerable technical difficulties with groundwater were met. 

Mining was only undertaken in the summer months where the water table would be at a low. 

Mine tips were removed in 1983, sparse blocky calcite is all that remains. 

4.4.2 Ballyhickey Mine works 

 

 
Ballyhickey Mine 

 

 

Ballyhickeymine is located 3km 

north of Quin and was stated by Cole 

(1922) to be the most important of 

mines in Co. Clare.  

 

The pit measured some 60m in length 

and was 30m deep.   

 

It has variously been described as 

having been found when carrying out 

exploration for extensions to 

Kilbreckan in 1834 or when drains 

were being dug in the area. 

Production from the mine was 

recorded between 1834and 1838. 

 

It died off shortly afterwards as the 

deposit was highly localised albeit 

extremely rich. 

The mine tips were removed in 1983. All that remains today are a chimney stack and 30m deep 

by 60m long flooded opencast. 
1iii
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4.5 Education/Oideachas 

 

Scoil na Mainistreachlocal Primary/National School takes its name from the nearby Franciscan 

Abbey. 

 

The ‘Old School’, opened 1896 

 

In 1641 Fr. Eugene O‟Cahan (Keane) opened a College at Quin Abbey. The school in a short 

period had 800 students, amongst them Anthony Bruodin from whom we learn much about this 

school. It is stated that the school "possessed half as many more students as Trinity College 

Dublin had a century later". The school was broken up by the Commonwealth soldiers in 

1651.The year 1856 is the next record of a school in Quin. The school known locally as a 

"Reading House" was situated where Pat/Malachy Hassett has his stables in Feaghquin. The 

home of Mrs. Muriel O‟Neill was at that time the residence of the teacher. The last teacher to 

live there was Mrs. Lena Weldon – Helena Degidon of Rylane and her husband John Weldon, 

aka the writer Brinsley MacNamara.  

The first recorded enrolment in the "Male School" in the year 1863 was Michael Clune – 

Carhugar – farmer, aged 15. In 1871 there is a record of the first infant - aged 6 – William 

Considine, whose father is registered as a teacher. Situated in Feighquin, the "Old School" was 

built in 1896. The renovated building is now owned by the Cunningham family. 

The boys and girls schools were amalgamated on April 1
st
 1928. Up to that year they were 

separate schools.The last significant upgrade was in 1960at Newline, Quin/Dangan. It was 

occupied in 1964. It consisted of three rooms. A fourth classroom was added in 1971. The 

senior classes of spent 1970 – 1971 taking lessons in the parish hall. At the time the hall was 

also being used for Sunday Mass, as the Parish Church was being renovated. The facilities 

were again augmented in 1981 by an extension comprising a classroom, a general purposes 

room, and a staff room. Further good news came in June 2012 when the Department of 
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Education confirmed the school structure would be upgraded to a principal and 12 teacher 

school with ancillary services. 

 

The current Primary School 

 

As the pupil population grew in Quin in recent years it was necessary to install pre-fabricated 

classrooms around the school fora while. All of this ended in 2014 when a substantial 

extension, including an assembly room/sports hall was added.  

Currently the school has a pupil enrolment of 313 and a staff of 27. 

Scoil na Mainistreach prides itself on maintaining high educational standards and encouraging 

personal discipline and development within a Christian and Catholic ethos. The school is very 

proud of its ties with the Abbey School of the 17
th

 Century. 
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5 Beliefs/Creideamh 
 

5.1 Saint Mary’s Church, Quin 

 

Modern Quin covers the old parishes of Quin and Clooney, which have been administered 

together at least since the late seventeenth century. In 1704 the registered priest for Clooney 

and Quin was a Fr. Morgan McInerney, who lived at Clooney, probably the location of the 

only mass house existing in the combined parish. In 1744, a Fr. Roger Moloney, who had 

ministered in the parish of at least thirty years, was recorded as parish priest, and we know also 

that throughout the century Franciscan friars living in the vicinity of the old medieval friary 

acted as parish curates. This trend was to last until 1820 when Fr. John Hogan of Drim, known 

to history as the last friar of Quin Abbey, died at an advanced age. 

 

Quin Church, 1950’s 

 

Saint Mary‟s parish church was built between 1836 and 1838. Little is known of places of 

worship in Quin Parish in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, although there is a 

reference to the destruction of pews in the then parish chapel in 1825, probably relating to a 

socially divisive agrarian issue. The parish church at Quin, dedicated to St Mary, was begun in 

1836 in the pastorate of Fr. Patrick Corbett. Construction had barely begun, however, when Fr. 

Corbett died, leaving the church to be completed the following year by his brother, Daniel, who 

succeeded him as parish priest.  

The projected cost before completion, according to Lewis, was about £2,000. The interior 

decoration was completed in 1856 to a design by JJ McCarthy, the centrepiece of which was an 

ornate high altar of Caen stone. Despite the removal of the altar and radical alteration to the 

exterior in an unfortunate renovation in 1971 Quin parish church is still a venerable building, 

much treasured by its parishioners.
iv
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Saint Mary’s Church, Christmas 2020 

 

5.2 Quin Friary 

 

 

Quin Friary 

 

Quin Friary (CL042-02702), more often addressed as „Quin Abbey‟ consists of a striking and 

impressive cluster of buildings that form the focal point of the village. The Friary stands on the 

ruins of a Norman castle that was built by Thomas de Clare to assert his power in Munster in 

1278. Its success as a fortification was short-lived because in 1318the MacNamara‟s razed the 

castle.  
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The Friary, built on the castles ruins, was likely founded in 1402 by Síoda Cam MacNamara, 

lord of Clancullen, who established it as his family burial place. Through a Bull of Pope 

Eugene IV the Friary was given to the Franciscans of the Regular Observance in 1433 by 

Maccon McNamara, who added to the structure by building on the castle‟s foundations. From 

1433 until the death of the last friar in 1820 the Franciscans were associated with the building 

(though not always resident), a total of 387 years. The Friary, one of the best examples of its 

kind in Ireland, was suppressed by King Henry VIII around 1541. 

  

A bastion of the original castle Hugh MacNamara’s tomb 

 

In 1584 during the Desmond Rebellion, Sir John Perrot, lord deputy of Ireland, set fire to the 

Friary during an attack. At the same event he smashed the bones of Donnchadh Beag Ó Briain 

and hung him from the bell tower until dead. In about 1640, the building became a college, 

with a significant enrolment of students. In 1671 the building was again restored, but never 

regained its former status. Eventually in 1760, the friars were expelled, although the last Friar, 

John Hogan, remained there until his death in 1820, by which time the buildings had fallen into 

ruin. 

The entrance to the Abbey is at the western end of the church through around-headed doorway 

with graduated hood-moulding and a pair of lancet-windows above. Inside is a substantial nave 

and chancel arch, topped by its central tower. The church comprises a nave and chancel with a 

tall slender crossing tower and belfry. The underside of the tower has a set of intact tierceron 

ribs and holes through which the bell ropes were passed. The south and east walls are 

unusually wide as they utilise the foundations of the earlier castle. The remains consist of a 

chancel at south with a transept added to the south wall and a sacristy north of the chancel. A 

cloister lies to the north with the dormitory, kitchen/refectory and chapter room arranged 

around it. A spiral stairs in this area leads to the roof.   

Inserted into the south wall of the nave is a water font, which replicates the vaulting beneath 

the roof of the tower. An arch in the south wall of the nave leads to a 15
th

 century transept. 

Beneath the south window is a piscina, which was used for washing communion vessels, its 

mouldings echoing those of the doorway and the cloister arcades.  
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Thomas Dennelly’s sketch of the Quin Friary stucco, 1680 

Two original stone altars flank the arch 

of the tower at the eastern end of the 

nave, and within the south wall of the 

arch is a space, which was part of the 

doorway of the original castle.  

 

The original high altar is still in place 

under the east window. 

 

There are several wall tombs within the 

church, including that of Hugh 

McNamara in the north wall. 

 

Behind this wall lies the sacristy.  

A sedilia or tomb niche on the south 

wall of the chancel is surmounted by 

traces of an early 17th-century stucco 

crucifixion scene. 

  

The first floor has square openings towards the chancel and nave. This is one of the best 

surviving examples of a mendicant cloister in the country. It is integrated, giving the cloister a 

castellated appearance. Its arcades have slightly pointed arches, in pairs, with sloping 

buttresses separating them. The ambulatory has a pointed vault with wicker centring. The 

domestic ranges comprise a chapter room or calefactory to East, a kitchen/refectory to the 

North and guest quarters at West. The door in the upper floor opens on to steps that lead to the 

monks‟ dormitory on one side and guest dormitory to the west.  The tower has three levels, 

marked externally by string courses.  

 Outside of the Abbey, the west wall has a significant pair of windows, with cusped ogee-

shaped heads, and hood-mouldings ending in floral designs. A gantry on the north side leads to 

the lavabo and communal washrooms.
2
In the grounds around the Friary and within the building 

itself are very many graves. 
v
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5.3 Saint Finghín’s Church 

 

St. Finghín‟s Church(CL042-02703)on the bank opposite to the Friary on the River Rine is 

several centuries older than its sister building. It is in a reasonable state of preservation, though 

the north wall has long since been lost. Both the interior of the church and the area around the 

church are now filled with graves (CL042-02704).Its main features are the remains of a 

moulded window in the south wall and a thirteen-foot-wide opening in the east gable.  A 

square tower sixty feet in height was built in the 17
th

 century at the corner of the west gable, 

with a low door opening into the church. Careful scrutiny will show the presence of two heads 

beneath the tower string. 

 

Saint Finghíns Church 

 

The Annals of the Four Masters state that St. Finghín was the patron of Quin parish. In 1005 

Finghín of Roscrea, who may have been the same individual, died. O‟Hanlon‟s in his Lives of 

the Irish Saints, places his feast day as the fifth of February.  

The foundation of Finghín‟s Church is not known. Some documents and a few architectural 

features would suggest the early thirteenth century. The Four Masters recorded that the church 

was rebuilt by Thomas de Clare after it had been burned over his soldiers by the O‟Brien‟s in 

1278. In the absence of hard facts, local folklore stated that „The old parish church of Quin 

stands at the other side of the stream (Rine). It is called Teampall Finnín from Finnín Mac 

Conmara, and was built in one night by the angels‟.
3
 

An architectural article from 1908 recorded that „The old church is a plain rectangle about 79 

ft. by 27 ft., not divided into nave and chancel: a small square tower stands at the south-west 

                                                 

 

https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/archaeology/CL042-02703-.htm


22 

 

corner. Though the walls are mainly of early thirteenth century date, several later features have 

been added, such as the battering buttresses at the east end, and the tower. In the last century it 

fell into ruin.‟To the south of Finghín‟s stood a small Church of Ireland chapel in use until the 

late 19
th

 century. Due to lack of use, the building was removed in the 1960‟s. 

Though somewhat overshadowed by Quin Friary, Saint Finghíns is a venerable church, still 

treasured by the local community.
4vi

 

5.4 Holy Wells 

 

 

Tobar na Naomh, Ballymacloon East Holy Well and cillín(CL042-04102). 

 

Holy wells represent an historic landscape feature that is still functional in modern Clare, 

perhaps more so than elsewhere in the country. Some 240 examples are recorded in the 

Records of Monuments and Places. Some Holy Wells are documented from as early as the 

seventh century (E. O‟Kelly - 2002, 25). It is generally believed that holy wells were 

„Christianised‟ from pre-Christian sacred springs. There is evidence for holy wells as indicators 

of ritual in the Irish Iron Age. O‟ Kelly suggests that their survival into Christian times may 

represent a general survival of „a widespread and very ancient water cult‟. Many wells are 

located near medieval monasteries and churches and have been incorporated in ritual „patterns‟ 

still observed today.  

Local folklore speaks about the loss of a Holy Well between Saint Finghín‟s and the Friary 

Church. The tradition of Holy Well visitation seems to have largely died out in Quin. 

Nevertheless there are wells still to be found in Quin Commons, a tree-well east of 

theFriary,Ballymacloon East, Dangan, Cahercalla (2 wells) and Cullaun, with several more on 

the fringes of the parish. 
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5.5 Graveyards/Reiligí 

 

There are three graveyards of note in the immediate Quin area. These are the principal parish 

graveyard inKildrum, a second in the surrounds and interior of Quin Friary and a third in and 

around Saint Finghín‟s Church. At both Quin Friary (CL042-027009) and Finghíns (CL042-

027004)there are hints of earlier burial sites, (see National Mounments.ie). In Knappogue 

townland are the remains of a small graveyard (CL042-087).  

 

In Daingean Uí Bhigín are the remains of another 

burial site. It is described by National 

Monuments as follows „Named on all historic OS 

mapping as „Grave Yard‟ and encloses Shankill 

Church (CL035-089001) to the immediate E and 

S. Westropp (1900-02, 149) refers to this site as 

„a graveyard and fragments of a church near 

Dangan Ivigen‟.
vii

 

 

This may have been a consecrated graveyard 

beside the old church of Shankill (Sean Cill), 

Dangan, (CL035-08902) that had gone out of 

use.It may have subsequently been used for the 

graves of unbaptised children. 

Memorial in Daingean Uí Bhigíngraveyard  

 

5.6 Kyleens/Cillíní 

 

Cillíns or unbaptised children‟s burial grounds, also known as strangers‟ burial grounds, were 

an unhappy aspect of 18
th

/19
th

 century Irish landscape. They were areas set aside for the burial 

of children who had not received the sacrament of Baptism. They were in use in some areas 

until the 1940‟s. In the Quin area there are indications for at least five informal sites where 

children were buried. These are in Kilbreckan (Monument no. CL034-104001), Cullaun 

(CL043-020), Castlefergus (CL043-062001), Dromoland (CL 042-069) and Ballykilty (CL042-

019).  

Many parishes have incorporated local cillíns into the prayer community in recent years. 

Perhaps the same should be considered for Quin. 
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6 Human Influences in East Clare 
 

 

Quin Environs – each colour point indicates a feature of archaeological or historic 

interest in the locality
viii

 (National Monuments Services). 

 

6.1 Bronze Age (c. 2800-600BC) 

 

In county Clare, the beginning of the Bronze Age is marked by a phenomenal increase in the 

number of megalithic structures, in particular wedge tombs, mostly in the Burren region but 

also at Ballyhickey, Knappogue and Clooney, with scatterings of lone stones or stone 

alignments across the parish. The Bronze Age also saw the introduction of fulachta fiadh or 

burnt mounds (Ballyhannon), which are generally regarded as indicators of communal feasting. 

Expanding mobility and communication is evidenced by Bronze Age trackways across boggy 

land and mudflats, such as those recorded along the shoreline of the Fergus estuary (O‟Sullivan 

1998). A new style of domicile was evidenced by crannógs at Knocknalappa and Fionn Lough. 

                                                                                                                                                                     

There is considerable evidence from the later Bronze Age in Clare and much of our knowledge 

of this period comes from the Mooghaun region. Mooghaun hillfort likely dominated local 

events in the Late Bronze to Iron Age Period. The fort occupies the entire hill, encompassing 

an area of about 24 acres. Prior to the current extensive vegetation growth, it would have had 

extensive views of the surrounding landscape, including the Shannon estuary and the River 

Fergus valley and estuary.  

Ritual deposition of artefacts (mostly gold and bronze objects) into lakes, rivers and bogs 

became a common feature of the Late Bronze Age (Grogan 1999). In south-east Clare, 

deposited hoards have been recovered at several sites including Lahardaun and Enagh East.  

The largest collection of prehistoric gold objects in Western Europe were found on the edge of 

Mooghaun Lough in 1854. 
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6.2 Iron Age (c. 600BC–AD500) 

 

The Iron Age in Ireland is less represented materially in Clare. Much of the archaeological 

evidence for the period is confined to ceremonial sites and metalwork that is largely 

unprovenanced (O‟Sullivan 1998). One of the characteristics of the Iron Age across Europe, 

which seems to have been replicated in Ireland, is the deposition of weapons and metalwork in 

rivers, lakes and other water places.  In County Clare, a La Tène(one of two styles of Celtic 

workmanship) iron mouth-piece and iron spearhead were recovered from Inchiquin Lake.    

 

Sometime around AD 200-300, there seems to have been a significant expansion in agriculture, 

as suggested by seed and pollen remains (Stout, 1997). Subsequently there was an increase in 

population and settlement, and significant woodland clearance began about AD 800. 

 

6.3 Early Historic (c. 500–1170s) 

The Medieval phases or Early Historic era in the Clare landscape is represented by ringforts, 

tower houses, cashels, crannogs and early monastic settlements. Although only 224 ringforts or 

'raths', are identified, a total of 2,819 sites simply noted as „enclosures‟ are found. These are 

generally circular features identified from the Ordnance Survey maps, and it is likely that a 

large number of them actually represent ringforts or sites with a similar function. The RMP 

(Record of Monuments and Places) also lists 316 cashels, or stone-walled forts. Each and every 

road from Quin has one or more ringfort on it, giving a sense of the high population there was 

in the area in the late medieval period. It also denotes the care taken to preserve these historic 

sites. It is likely that the Mac Namara triple walled ringfort was built in this period. 

 

6.4 Medieval/ Late Medieval (c. 1200–1700). 

The history of medieval Clare is largely a history of the O‟Brien‟s and the de Clare‟s. When 

the Anglo-Normans penetrated Clare in the late thirteenth century, they inflicted heavy defeats 

on the dominant O‟Brien‟s (Lewis, 1837), but the O‟Brien‟s remained a constant thorn to the 

Anglo-Norman and later English settlers in Munster. In 1543, Murrough O‟Brien became the 

first earl of Thomond and Baron Inchiquin. After the Restoration (1663), Daniel O‟Brien 

became Viscount Clare.  

The twelfth century saw the introduction of monastic orders from continental Europe, which 

were to have a significant impact on the organisation and management of the landscape within 

the county. Prior to this, Christianity found expression in numerous groups of Irish monks 

living simply in the monastic tradition. A perfect example is Colman Mac Duagh‟s eremitic 

site in the north Burren. The Cistercians and Augustinians were found elsewhere in the county 

while Quin Abbey was founded by the Observant Order of Francis in Quin. These orders in 

time introduced the diocesan structures, most especially after the Synod of Ráth Breasail in 

1111. 

Thomas de Clare built his huge fortified castle on what is the current site of Quin Abbey in 

1280. He over-reached with his location choice and the Mac Numara‟s razed his castle in 1318. 
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In the later medieval period, tower houses became popular in the Gaelic-held areas of Clare. 

There is a particular concentration of these in east Clare, with about a dozen in the vicinity of 

Quin village, associated with the O‟Brien‟s and Mac Namara‟s. Although they have a 

defensive function, in many instances in the county, the building of tower houses often had as 

much to do with status as defence. 

 

Quin Friary, the original site of Thomas de Clare’s Castle. 

 

6.5 Late Medieval/Early Modern (1540-1900) 

 

The shiring of Thomond in the seventeenth century signified the extension of new English 

administration to a part of Ireland that had previously remained largely outside direct 

jurisdiction. The area around Quin, Uí Caisín, continued in the control of the Mac Namara‟s 

and the old Gaelic system prevailed, albeit in a diminished manner. What followed were the 

tough years of the Penal Laws of the 18th century and then came the appalling Famine in the 

mid-19
th

 century and mass emigration.   

 

After long neglect by government administration, the Congested Districts Board (CDB) was 

established in 1890, to relieve congestion and ameliorate poverty in the west of Ireland. The 

board was responsible for „breaking up and re-ordering thousands of rundale house clusters and 

intricately meshed fields and gardens‟ (Duffy 2000, 217). The dispersal of farms continued, 

and much of the board‟s expenditure related to drainage, fencing, road construction and the 

improvement or construction of housing. The countryside was being restored and renewed. 

 

The growing assertion of agrarian rights and a less sympathetic governmental regime resulted 

in many landlords transferring their land to former tenants with a consequent decline in the 

extent of many estate holdings. This was very much in vogue in the Quin area in the 19
th

 

century, including amongst longstanding Gaelic families. 

 

The War of Independence and the Civil War that followed also led to many perceived symbols 

of the landlords‟ reign being burned down and the demise of the majority of the landlords. 
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The Land Commission, formed under the Free State in 1922, concluded the work commenced 

by the Congested Districts Board in 1891. It had quite extensive powers. For example it could 

prevent the subdivision of a farm if this risked creating an uneconomic farm holding. The 

Commission completed its work and was abolished in 1935. 

 

6.6 Magh Adhair –Ring barrow and inauguration mound 

 

 

Magh Adhair – ring barrow and medieval inauguration site. 

 

The medieval inauguration mound of Magh Adhair, (CL034-09504),the Plain of Adhar, is 

situated in a natural amphitheatre four kilometres north-east of Quin village. On many 

occasions in the first millennium a Dalcassian O‟ Brien was inaugurated as Rí 

Thuadhmumhain, King of Thomond, in a ceremony officiated over by the local Uí Caisin 

representative, the MacNamara‟s, in whose territory the mound stood.  

On inauguration day the regal ceremonies most likely began at Cahercalla high status ringfort.  

Here, under the auspices of the MacNamara‟s, the O‟ Brien candidate would be prepared for 

his inauguration. Then with the MacNamaras and other vassal groups and allies the O‟ Brien 

would follow the traditional route from the fort to the mound. Traces of the route are still 

visible in the landscape, marked by standing stones, most likely from an earlier era.  

 



28 

 

 

Suggested route from Cahercalla to Magh Adhair 

 

Magh Adhairis bounded on the north and east by a curving ridge, with the Hell River 

immediately to the south-west. Around the mound is a fosse. It in turn is surrounded by an 

earthen bank adapted to its outline. The mound is about twenty feet at its highest point. An 

earthen bridge links the mound, while a smaller separate mound to its north-west appears to 

have had a role in the inauguration ceremonies. At its front is a large bullaun or basin stone. On 

the opposite bank of the river is a lone standing stone within the ritual space. 

The mound may be a ring-barrow reused as an inauguration site. The name “Magh Adhair,” 

might be translated as “Adair‟s Plain.” as found in the 14th c. Leabhar (Mór) Leacain. It creates 

a connection with the first-century warrior Adair, who may be buried here. He was the brother 

of the Firbolg warrior, Aengus of Aran. The appropriation of prehistoric ceremonial landscapes 

by early and later medieval dynasties as assembly and inauguration sites is a recurrent theme in 

Irish history. No scientific excavations of the Magh Adhair inauguration mound have yet taken 

place.  
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6.7 Cahercalla high-status ringfort 

 

 

Cahercalla Ringfort  CL034-150 

 

The local MacNamara clan protected the mound and led the king-making ceremonies.  

Brian Boroimhe who would go on to be Árd Rígh na hÉireann, Ireland‟s High King was 

inaugurated King of Thomond at Magh Adhair in 978 and reigned until his death in 

1014. Seven Ua Briain inaugurations were performed here between 1242 and 1313, with Mac 

Con Mara, members of Clann Chuileáin officiating at the ceremony in each case. A number of 

later inaugurations are documented after Donnchadh Ó Briain in 1313 that continued into the 

15th century. 
ix

 

Typical of the internecine warfare that went on between Irish tribes, the Annals tell us that in 

AD 982 Máel Sechnaill, king of Tara, cut down a sacred tree or bile at Magh Adhair. Again in 

1051 Aedh O Conor, King of Connacht, cut down another O‟ Brien sacred tribal tree here.  

In March 1395 in the fields around Magh Adhair, the place where he had received his power 

according to Irish custom, Diarmuid O‟Brien, in the presence of Thomas Earl of Nottingham, 

restated his pledge to the English administration 

This slow diminishment of power would eventually lead to Murchadh Carrach Ó Brien in a 

legal act of „surrender and regrant‟ give up his realm to the Kingdom of Ireland in 1543 to 

instead accept the titles Baron Inchiquin and Earl of Thomond. Gaelic rule in Thomond 

effectively ended on that day. 
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6.8 Medieval Ringforts in the Quin Area 

 

Ringforts are fortified settlements that were mostly built during the Bronze Age up to about 

the year 1000. They come in many sizes and may be made of stone or earth. They were 

generally „D‟ shaped rather than circular. Earthen ringforts would have been marked by 

a rampart (a bank and ditch), often with a wooden palisade on the inner bank. Both stone and 

earthen ringforts would generally have had at least one building inside. Some smaller forts may 

have acted as corrals for animals, as wolves were still about. Ringforts were generally built in 

family clusters, within sight of one another for security, with the principal one at the centre of 

the group. After years of debate about ringforts, the view now is that "archaeologists are agreed 

that the vast bulk of them are the farm enclosures of the well-to-do of early medieval Ireland".
x
 

This section on ringforts offers only a sample of the number and variety of forts locally. 

Clare‟s great antiquarian, TJ Westropp did significant work on East Clare ringforts in 1909
xi

. 

He found many of the forts to be neglected or damaged. A reassessment at this time would be 

enormously fruitful to determine their current status. 

 

 

 

Cahercalla townland 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circular_rampart


31 

 

 

Toonagh 1 

 

 

 

 

Drim 
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Toonagh 2 

 

Part of Westropp‟s paper is included here: 

„The townlands to the east of Quin abound in forts; but, being populous and divided into 

numerous farms, the antiquities have suffered not a little, even since 1839. About half-way 

between Quin and Knappogue the large fort of Kildrum has been much levelled since that 

date. It has a souterrain in its garth, but it is now closed. 

Ballymarkahan: (CL042-402). On the crags to the north-east, partly in Knappogue and partly 

in Ballymarkahan, is a remarkable oblong stone fort. The wall is rarely more than 4 feet high to 

the south, having been used as a quarry when the boundary-wall was made between the 

townlands; it is 6 to 7 feet high to the north. It is of good, regular masonry, with two faces of 

blocks, many 3 feet 6 inches thick and 4 feet long…About 100 feet to the north of these is a 

fine and perfect rath. The garth is not raised, nor has it a fosse; but it consists of a steep ring of 

earth and stones 7 to 8 feet high, planted with hawthorns and 150 feet across. There are no 

foundations inside. It was once stone-faced; patches of the work still remain.‟ 

Creevagh(More): (CL034-14401): Across the river an extent of rich meadow and tilled land 

surrounds a gently rising hill on which is a remarkable fort. The fort on the summit is a circular 

ring-wall; the faces are nearly destroyed; but enough remains among the heaps of filling (15 to 

over 20 feet wide, and 3 or 4 feet high) to show that it was from 12 to 16 feet thick, and 

apparently in one piece, the double wall not, so far as I know, occurring in this group. The 

garth is 102 feet wide, and the whole ring about 130 feet across. 

Creevaghbeg (CL034-15403/-146) Beside the faint traces of two small forts at the Rine, there 

is another caher, thickly planted with hawthorns, near the great fort. It has a wall greatly 

dilapidated, nearly circular outside, evidently 12 feet thick; but the debris is heaped outside for 

16 feet more; the garth is 78 feet across. It has a curious feature worth recording. The inner 

https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/archaeology/CL042-04802-.htm
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/archaeology/CL034-15403-.htm
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face of the wall is nearly intact, and is built in short straight lengths about 40 feet long, forming 

a fairly regular hexagon. 

 

Forts in Cahercalla townland, Quin. 

 

There are three forts close together on the border of the townland near Dangan and 

Cahercalla. However, “There are no forts worthy of notice in Dangan, only the Mac Namaras‟ 

chief castle of “Dangan Ivigin” and a liss. 

Cragataska(CL034-160). This townland, with Cahercalla, lies north of the Creevaghs. … (The 

fort) is a ring of filling with lines of facing-blocks, enough to show that the wall was 12 feet 

thick, and the garth 102 feet wide, with curved enclosures inside. Both the facing and filling 

were small, which accounts for its complete overthrow. It had a rounded annexe to the north, 

whence an ancient road ran across the crags towards It is on a craggy upland, with a wide view 

to Aughty and Tulla.‟ 

Cahercalla (CL034-150) triple fort (is) to the north-east. Cahercalla with its series of three 

walls would have been considered a „high status‟ ringfort, fit for a tribal king. Here the Mac 

Namara‟s of Uí Caisín dwelled until they began their territorial expansion. 
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Tri-vallate ringfort, Cahercalla 

 

 

 

Cahercalla triple-walled ringfort – sketch by Westropp. 
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6.9 Medieval Diet in Quin 

 

Oats, dairy produce, salted meats, and animal fats were consumed by the Gaelic Irish in the 

Middle Ages. This was equally true of the tiny hamlet of Quin at the time. However, there may 

have been a complex ethnic and cultural blending of dietary traditions between the Irish and 

the newly arrived Anglo-Normans in the twelfth century. Spices, wines, and rich foods were 

consumed by social elites, including the Irish. Most people ate dairy produce and cereals. Meat 

consumption appears to have been dominated by cattle. Animals were slaughtered at a mature 

age.Sheep, pigs, and goats were also highly important. In archaeological excavations in 

Hiberno-Norse and later medieval towns significant amounts of sheep bones were uncovered. 

The Anglo-Normans also introduced rabbits into Ireland, and these were probably kept in 

warrens, while doves were kept in dovecots for an extra delicacy on the table. (Some remaining 

postholes on the sides of old buildings indicate where the dovecots were suspended). Fish and 

shellfish were also consumed. Medieval fish weirs on the Shannon estuary indicate the 

catching of salmon, eels, and trout (among other fish) in the twelfth and thirteenth century. 

Wild garlic and herbs may also have been gathered in the woods, along with apples (which 

were grown in orchards), wild berries, and nuts. 

Dairy products known as bán-biadh(white food), were very important as cheeses, clotted milk, 

butter, whey, and curds were important in the diet. Oats were used for porridges and for 

making dry oaten cakes. Cattle were occasionally bled for food, the blood being mixed with 

butter and meal to make puddings.In time, the goat became the „poor man‟s cow‟, supplying 

milk, meat and hides to families. 

People, of necessity, were self-sustaining and the local economy was most likely built on barter 

and exchange rather than coin. 

There was a significant variation in diet between town and country and between the elite and 

the peasant. Many people grew a supply of food at home to supplement their larder.
xii
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7 Recreation/Spraoí agus Spórt 
 

7.1 GAA/Peil agus Iománaíocht 

 

Clooney Quin GAA Club is one of the oldest clubs that took part in organised competitions 

under GAA rules, dating back to 1888. Amby Power was the clubs most notable player who 

captained the victorious Clare 1914 All-Ireland winning team. On that day he was aided by his 

brother Joe and local man Mick Flanagan.  

 

1914 Clare (Quin) team  

 

Pictured above is the Clare (Quin) team that won the 1914 GAA Hurling All-Ireland title. Clare 

beat Laois (Kilcotton) on the score of 5-1 to 1-0 in the final, played at Croke Park on October 

18, 1914.  The team that played in the final consisted of: Back row: includes John Rodgers, 

Patrick McDermott, and Patrick Moloney. Third row: Thomas McGrath, John Fox, Rob 

Doherty, Michael Flanagan, Jim Clancy, Joe Power. Seated: Jim Guerin, Pat “Fowler” 

McInerney, Willie “Dodger”Considine, Amy Power (capt.), Martin "Handsome" Moloney, Ed 

Grace, John Shalloo. Front row: Brendan Considine and Jim “Sham” Spellissy 
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In 2017 the club reached its first County 

Senior Final in 73 years but lost to 

Sixmilebridge after a replay. 

 

Amby Power typified the dedicated GAA 

player in his day.  

 

He was born in Quin in 1887 and played 

senior hurling for Clare with his brothers 

Fred, Joe and Harry At club level he played 

successively for both Quin and Tulla. 

 

Amby was with the O‟Callaghan‟s Mill‟s 

team that won the Croke Cup in 1908.  

 

He was the manager of the Clare team that 

won the Munster final in 1932. 

 

Plaque outside Cusack Park, Ennis. 

 

 

Clooney Camogie Club was the first to be founded in Clare in 1933 by Clooney native, hurler 

and GAA administrator, Mick Hennessy. They dominated Clare camogie in the 1930‟s and 

40‟s winning 6 County senior championships, the Dr. Daly memorial cup and Munster 

Championship. 

 

Clooney Camogie Champions 1934-37 
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7.2 The Clare Hunt/Tóraíocht 

 

Of the 36 meets that the Clare County Hunt holds annually, four are run out of Quin. In a 

1940‟s hunt, Canon Vaughan who built Quin Hall, was a well-known participant until a broken 

leg brought an end to his career. However his curate, Fr. Pat Loughnane, continued the 

tradition. Traditionally two point-to-points were organised annually; at Dromoland on Easter 

Sunday and Bell Harbour in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Hannon of Ardsollus has been involved with the local hunt for over seven decades and was 

Chairman of the association on numerous occasions.  

The equestrian tradition is in his life blood as his mother‟s uncle, Jim Reidy of Rineanna, 

trained the winner of the Aintree Grand National „Shannon Lass‟ in 1902. Thankfully the 

tradition continues, as locals lean over low walls to catch a glimpse of the horses as they drift 

in swathes across walls and ditches. 
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8 The ‘Big Houses’ of Quin 
 

In 1837 Samuel Lewis wrote that in the Quin locale „The seats are Moriesk, the finely wooded 

demesne of Lord Fitzgerald and Vesci ; Well Park, of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Mac Mahon, R. C. 

bishop of Killaloe; Quinville Abbey, the handsome mansion of John Singleton, Esq., recently 

rebuilt in the Elizabethan style; Knopouge Castle, the residence of Wm. Scott, Esq., which 

formerly belonged to the Macnamaras of Moriesk, and is one of the few ancient castles still 

inhabited; Castle Fergus, the modern residence of Wm. Smith, Esq., adjoining which are the 

remains of the ancient edifice; Ballykilty, the residence of John Blood Esq.; Dangan, the 

property of Rich. Creagh, Esq.; and Lough O‟Connell, of Thos. Steele, Esq. From a turret on 

the summit of Mount Cullane, in Mr. Steele‟s demesne, is obtained an extensive and interesting 

view of the surrounding country, embracing a number of lakes, of which that called "Lough 

O‟Connell" lies immediately at its base.‟
xiii

 

Daingean Uí Bhigín Castle(CL035-085) is situated in the grounds of Dangan House approx. 5 

kilometres north-east of Quin village.  This was a mid-fourteenth century tower house. The 

keep and banquet hall were built in quality limestone. In 1542, Sioda MacNamara surrendered 

his castles and lands in the barony of Dangan to the English crown. John MacNamara still 

owned Daingean uí Bhigínand Daingean Breac castles in 1584 according to the Trinity 

College list. The MacNamaras would lose some of their holdings to two transplanted Catholic 

families, the Creaghs and the Whites. 

Knappogue CastleCL042-086)was built by Sean Mac Con, the son of Sioda MacNamara, in 

1467. In the mid-17
th

 century it became a Cromwellian garrison as the MacNamaras had 

supported the royalist cause. After the restoration of the English monarchy, the MacNamaras 

regained Knappogue.  Francis MacNamara sold it to the Scott family in 1800.  In 1855 

Theobold Fitzwalter Butler, bought it and turned it into the family seat of the Dunboyne 

family.  American Mark Edwin Andrews bought it in 1966.  With his wife Lavonne, a 

prominent architect in the U.S., he carried out extensive restorations before leasing part of the 

castle to the Irish Government as a cultural and tourist amenity.  The castle is now a medieval 

banquet venue and guided tours are arranged during the tourist season. 

Ballykilty ManorN/A) was the property of John MacNamara in 1614. An inscription on the 

kitchen mantelpiece dating from that year states that John and his wife, Honora Clancy, „built 

the chimneys‟. William Creagh occupied the property as a tenant of the Earl of Thomond (O‟ 

Brien) in 1661. John Blood (of the Clann Uí Bloid) purchased the lease of Ballykilty in 1785. It 

remained in the Blood family until 1968. Since then the building was a hotelfor a while. It has 

fallen into disrepair in recent years. 

Danganbrack Castle (CL03-138)was mentioned byEugene O‟ Curry in his letters when he 

passed through Quin in 1835:„Daingean Breac  is a large square building with four gables and 

chimneys within two fields of Quin Abbey It belonged to the MacNamaras and remains in 

good preservation and, though part of the roof has fallen in, it is still inhabited.‟ By 1800 John 

MacNamara had sold the tower house to the Scott family. Castle. Danganbrack is now an 

imposing ruinbeside the Rine River. 

Mooghaun Castle(CL042-07202): is in a wooded area at the edge of the Dromoland demesne, 

once O‟ Brien property. It is described as „Muchane‟ and was owned by Conor Maglancy. It 
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stands on Mooghaun Hill, a few metres from the outer wall of the Late Bronze Age hill fort. It 

is still in good stead and is in private ownership, 

Castlefergus/Ballyhannon Castle(CL042-059).  The castle was built about 1490 by Hugh, 

son of Donnchadh MacNamara. The „Fergus‟ in its title is drawn from the river Fergus nearby, 

while its other name is taken from the Hannons, a Dalcassian sept whose patrimonial lands 

were in this area. Samuel Lewis, wrote in 1837 that Castlefergus was: "The fine modern 

residence" of William Smith Blood Esq. The tower house was bought and greatly renewed in 

1970. It now provides exclusive holiday accommodation. 

Moyreisk House: Samuel Lewis wrote that the finely wooded property of Lord Fitzgerald and 

Vesey was bought by his father from the MacNamara‟s. The house was originally built in 1790 

and was occupied by George Sampson in 1837. It was a three-bay two-storey house, with 

hipped slate roof, brick chimneystacks and dentillated eaves course. As well as being the 

birthplace of John “Fireball” MacNamara, it later was the home of William Vesey Fitzgerald, 

who stood for election as MP in Ennis in 1828. In a surprise result he was defeated by Daniel 

O‟ Connell, who became the first Catholic in the Westminster Parliament. Moyreisk House 

was accidently burnt in 1875. Part of the house still stands. Though no longer occupied. 

The final elite homein our list has a slightly different story to the others, having no Gaelic 

antecedents.  

Quinville AbbeyHouse is a period house on the outskirts of Quin village. The original 

occupiers, the Singletons, came from Lancashire with no previous connections. They settled in 

county Clare at the end of the 17th century. John Singleton married Marcella Dalton of 

Deerpark. Their second son Edward Dalton Singleton lived at Quinville, followed by three 

generations of his descendants. The Singletons were a talented family producing artists and 

Statesmen. The male line died out in the late 19th century. Quinville Abbey House 

subsequently became the property of James Butler Ievers. It is now a private home. 

There were other houses in the area that are no longer extant: 

Corbally Quin Home to the Keane, Spaight, Mahon, Gabbett, O‟Brien, Comyn, Burtchaell, 

Quin and O‟Neill families. Still standing and inhabited.  

Hazelwood Quin Home to the Gibbon, Studdert, McGee and Singleton families. The house is 

demolished. The gateway is standing and the Gate Lodge is inhabited.  

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalcassian
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9 Quin’s War Dead 
 

 

The Memorial unveiled in Ennis in 

2016commemorates over 680 Clare men and 

women who died in the Great War.  

 

They are listed by parish or town on three glass 

panels that have the silhouette of „A Tommy‟ an 

„Anzac‟ and a „Doughboy‟.  

 

The following piece offers a brief biography of 

those from Quin who died in the First World 

War, either directly or indirectly from their 

involvement in the conflict. The information was 

collated by Ger Browne.xiv 

WW1 Memorial Ennis 

 

 

- Francis Blake: Lived in Ennis, died of wounds 20th July 1916 age 31, (probably from 

the Battle of Albert, 1–13 July at the Somme) Royal Dublin Fusiliers 2nd Battalion 

23497 (4th Division), G/M in Scotland. „Pte Blake was son of Mr James Blake, 

Corbally Quin. He died at Bellahouston Hospital, Glasgow.  

- William L Dolaghty: Quin, died 12th March 1921 age 45, Royal Garrison Artillery, 

buried in Sandown on the Isle of Wight in England. Son of Michael and Anne 

Dolaghty, Ballyhannon, Quin.  

- John Fogarty: Quin, died of wounds (possibly from Battle of Graincourt) at home on 

the 27
th

Dec 1918 age 25, Royal Munster Fusiliers 1st Battalion, G/M in Crusheen. Son 

of Thomas Fogarty, Corbally, Quin. 

- James Hayes: Born in Ennis, lived in Quin, died of wounds 7th July 1917 age 27, Irish 

Guards 1stBattalion 5332 (just before the Battle of Passchendaele), Guards Division, 

G/M in Belgium. Son of Patrick and Margaret Hayes, Ballymacloon Quin.  

- Private John Hourigan: Quin. . He was wounded in action (with the 2nd RMF) in July 

and Sept 1916 and also suffered from sell shock. He was discharged in April 1918 for 

medical reasons. He died on the 29th July 1919. His father was James Hourigan, Quin. 

- Edmond (Eddie) Ireton: Lassana, Clooney, Quin. Born in 1879. He emigrated from 

Clare to the USA in February 1914. In April 1915 he decided to return to Ireland and 

sailed on the ill-fated Lusitania. He died May 7
th

 1915 age 36, when the liner was sunk 

off the south coast of Ireland, by a torpedo from the German U-boat U-20. 

- Lt Michael Vincent McKiernan MM: Quin. He lived in Co Galway. He died of wounds 

11th May 1918 age 22, possibly received during the German Spring Offensive, 

Connaught Rangers 6th Battalion, 16th Division, G/M in France. He won the Military 

Medal and bar before he became an officer. Son of James and Anna Maria McKiernan, 

Clooney, Quin Co Clare.  

- Private John J O‟Grady: Quin. Killed on the 17th October 1918 in the Meuse Argonne 

Offensive. 114th Infantry Regiment, 29th Division. His two sisters Margaret and May 

O‟Grady died a week earlier on the RMS Leinster. Related to Frank O‟Grady and 

Theresa Liddy.  
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- Margaret O Grady: Quin, died Oct 1918 on the SS RMS Leinster, G/M in Quin Abbey. 

(TB) Her body was found. Born in 1889. Daughter of Francis O'Grady and Mary J. [née 

Kitson] O'Grady, of Tomfinlough, Co. Clare. Margaret was a nurse, working in 

England, and was returning to the Isolation Hospital at Mitcham. 

- Mary (May) O Grady: Quin, died Oct 1918 on the SS RMS Leinster, G/M in Quin. She 

was sister of Margaret and John O‟ Grady. Her body was not found. Daughter of 

Francis and Mary J. [née Kitson] O'Grady of Tomfinlough, Co. Clare.  

- Lt B E Stacpoole-Mahon, Corbally, Quin. Northumberland Fusiliers. He was reported 

missing in May 1915. He had been previously been wounded. He was the son of Mr 

Thomas G Stacpoole-Mahon. 

- Stoker James White: Born in Quin 11th Aug 1879. Died from disease 25th Aug 1918 

aged 40 on the HMS Fox. He is buried in the Government Cemetery, Deolali, Bombay 

(present day Mumbai), India. 
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10 Some Quin Notables 
 

There are a number of Quinindividuals, who,for one reason or another might be listed as 

notable in the local population. Unusually or perhaps not so, several are buried in or around 

Quin Friary.   

10.1 The Venerable O’ Hickey’s 

 

The Ó hIceada or O'Hickeys were descendants of a gifted family that became well known in 

early times for their role as practitioners in medicine. The term "iciadh" means "healer", 

thought to derive from folk medicine which employed leeches (Liag) in earlier ages. Many 

manuscripts survive which bear witness to their generational interest in recording of various 

remedial treatments. 

The Royal Irish Academy (RIA) has a collection of medical tracts which were written down in 

1469 by Donnachad of Ó hIceada. They contain notes and observations garnered from 

prominent Continental practitioners such as Geraldus de Solo and Arnadus de Villa Nova. He 

also translated into Irish the text books "Chirurgia" and "Regimen Sanitatis" which deal with 

cancer and other serious infections, works which remained in use in the European schools of 

medicine for generations. 

The Ó hIceada were medical practitioners to the Dalcassian O‟ Briens. Consequently most of 

their books and manuscripts' notes were considered to be of great value and were both carefully 

copied and maintained. Plants, herbs and flower petals, the leaves and roots of many common 

weeds were all used in the compounding of cures and medicines. 

Through their talents they gained stature and privilege, holding lands at Drim and Ballyhickey, 

(Baile Ó hIceada). Here they owned a tower house that was ultimately destroyed in the 15
th

 

century by the Earl of Kildare. No trace of it now remains. During the tumult of Elizabethan 

times much of their land was confiscated. They had to rely on their medical expertise for a 

living. In the General Confiscation of 1654 most of the remaining Hickey lands were taken. A 

house of theirs provided shelter for Quin‟s remaining monks at the end of the 18
th

 century. 

The Drim family is now represented by Hickeys in Kilkee, Limerick and Tipperary. The 

„Ennis‟ O‟Hickeys whose forbears went to India became distinguished soldiers and 

administrators.  Branches of the family live in Wicklow and Sussex.
xv
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10.2 Tomás Ó Míodhcháin 

 

 

Meehan family grave in the south- east corner of Friary  

 

Tomás Ó Míodhcháin,File agus Muinteoir:Tomás Ó Míodhcháin (Thomas Meehan) was 

born at Ardsolus (then Athsolus and written as Assolus, „the ford of the light‟) east of Quin. He 

was the son of a tailor who was also “a poet, a scholar, and an honest man”. Well educated, he 

conducted a school in Ennis for many years. Meehan contributed a poetic introduction To 

Lloyd's Short Tour (of Clare), the first travelogue of its kind on Clare,published by poet John 

Lloyd in 1780, addressed to his “friend sincere.” In this book Meehan is described as “teacher 

of accounts and mathematics in Ennis.” 

At one period of his life he resided near Milltown Malbay, possibly for health reasons. Several 

of his poems are written about the distinct. 

Here is a portion of Ó Míodhcháin‟s final poem, written in honour of Quin‟s last friar, John 

Hogan: 

 

Ba thaoiseach taitnimh an tsaoi re tamall, 

I nDroim na Manach gan mi'dhaonnacht. 

'S is fi'or nár ghlasaigh a chroí ná a gheata, 

Roimh dhileacht dealbh re linn béile. 

Níor fríoth é ag ceasnamh ar dhríodar deasca, 

Ná ar íochtar baraille binn réitigh, 

Ach ag leigheas gach galair do bhuín an aistir, 

Le fíorshruth fairsing na fíorfliéile 

https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/literature/clare_poets/seon_lloyd.htm
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Translated as: 

The wise man, during his time, was a pleasant pastor, 

in Drim of the Monks, he was not without humanity. 

And it is true that he did not lock his heart or his gate 

To any destitute orphan during a meal, 

He was not found grumbling about dregs 

Nor his lack of worldly goods, 

But curing every disease for the itinerant band 

With full flowing generous hospitality. 

 

TÓM. 

Meehan‟s Irish poems (at least twenty-seven remain) include an address to the poet Tadhg 

Gaedhlach, a poem in praise of Sylvester O‟Halloran of Limerick (author of a “History of 

Ireland”, 1772), a song in praise of whisky and some love songs.1765-1784. Ó Míodhcháin 

never married and continued to teach till the end of his life. He died at Ardsollus on 

9
th

December 1804. His grave is incorporated by the O'Meehan burial vault rebuilt by a 

descendant, another Thomas O'Meehan of Ennis, in 1882. It lies in the south east corner of the 

graveyard abutting the de Clare bastion. A handful of poems by his brothers Domhnall and 

Seán are also extant.
xvi
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10.3 John ‘Fireball’ MacNamara 

 

 

John MacNamaras was born in Moyriesk House 

near Clooney. From his cradle John 

MacNamara‟s trajectory was set. It is said that he 

received his first morsel of food from the point of 

a sword, held before his mouth. 

 

The MacNamara‟s were hereditary landowners 

but John showed no interest, preferring sport, 

gambling. Ladies and leisure.  

 

He was a duellist, being both an expert shot and a 

talented swordsman.  

 

He received a commission in the French army, 

where the Mediterranean sun gave him a tan and 

his nickname, Seán Buidhe. Returning home he 

maintained his extravagant lifestyle, rapidly 

working his way through the family‟s fortune. 

 

 

John MacNamara’s headstone in Lady Chapel, 

Quin 

 

 

A true republican, he reputedly fought at the Battle of Vinegar Hill in 1798, receiving a flesh 

wound. His general hell-raising caused him to be known as "The Fireball". 

Eventually his luck ran out. There are contradictory stories, but it seems that he ended his days 

modestly, in a thatched cottage in Quin village. He is buried in the Lady Chapel of Quin Friary 

with a fine Celtic cross marking his grave. The inscription reads “Erected by Clan MacNamara 

to the memory of Sean Buidhe "Fireball" MacNamara, Chief of Clan and a 1798 Patriot.” 

He was the last of the MacNamara chieftains, a direct descendant of the man who began Quin 

Abbey nearly 500 years previously. 
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10.4 Conchobhair Mac Clúin/Conor Clune  

 

Conchobhair Mac Clúin/Conor Clune was one of three men, killed in controversial 

circumstances in Dublin Castle on Bloody Sunday, 22
nd

 November, 1920. The others wereDick 

McKee and Peadar Clancy. Clunewas 27 years old. 

 

Conor Clune was born as Cornelius on 26 

July 1893.He was the son of John Clune, a 

carpenter, and Bridget Walsh of Kilkishen 

and was part of a family of seven boys and 

three girls.  

 

He was educated at the local National 

School and St. Flannan's College, Ennis. 

 

From a young age he was active in Gaelic 

League circles, and spoke Irish on every 

occasion possible. 

 

On the day of November 21
st
 tensions were 

very high in Dublin. The evening before a 

number of Dublin Castle employees working 

for the Secret Service were shot by Michael 

Collins‟ men.  

Conor Clune’s grave  

 

Clune, who had come to Dublin that day on business and to meet fellow Irish language 

enthusiasts was arrested in Vaughan‟s Hotel, which happened to be a safe house for Irish 

Volunteers. He was taken to Dublin Castle from where he did not again emerge.   

His grave lies outside Quin Friary, immediately to the right of the entrance steps. 

 

10.5 Fr. John Hogan 

 

Fr. John Hogan is best known as the last friar to have lived in Quin Friary. He and two of his 

remaining comrades continued to serve the local community until their deaths. John was the 

last to die. Having been expelled from the Friary in 1760, the friars lived at Drim, a townland a 

few kilometres west of Quin village, in a house provided to them by the O‟ Hickey physicians. 

Though advancing in years it seems that Fr. Hogan continued to care for his flock, a duty not 

typically managed by a friar but likely undertaken due to a shortage of regular priests.  

Local poet Tomás Ó Míodhcháin wrote a praise poem in his honour (see above). John Hogan 

died in 1820 and is buried in the north-east corner of the Cloister‟s ambulatory. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1920)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_McKee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_McKee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_McKee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peadar_Clancy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaelic_League
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His gravestone reads:  

 

“Here lies the body of the Rev
d
 John Hogan of 

Drim, who departed this life A.D. 1820, aged 80 

years, the last of the Franciscan Friars who had 

their residents (sic) at Drim, the place of their 

refuge when driven from the Abbey of Quin.  

He was supported by the pious donations of the 

faithful, and served as an auxiliary to his 

neighbouring parish priests in the vineyard of the 

Lord. He knew how to abound and how to suffer 

want as the Lord was pleased to send. 

He died in holy poverty, respected for his 

strictness in religious discipling (sic) and 

venerated by all.  

Qui senimat in lachrymis exultatione metet. 

Requiescat in pace. Amen.” 

 

Fr. John Hogan’s Grave, the Cloister, Quin 

Friary 

 

 

10.6 John Copley Singleton 

 

We include John Copley Singleton of the Quinville Abbey Singletons in our Quin notables 

even though he was not born in Quin, In fact he was not born in Ireland. His story begins when  

his mother Mary Singleton of Quinville Abbeyimmigrated to America in the 1730s along with 

her Limerick-born husband, Richard Copley.  Their son John Singleton Copley was born in 

Boston. Not long after their arrival Richard Copley died. In time, Mary married Peter Pelham.  

  
Self Portrait, 1780  Head of a Negro, 1777 
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The Boston born Singleton Copley became the leading American portrait artist of his 

generation, self-taught He began his career painting the stars of the colonial era, including the 

great George Washington. Today he is regarded as a founder of American art realism given the 

almost photo-like qualities of his works. As well as painting society favourites, he is also 

renowned for his paintings of Negroes, which he did with great sensitivity. He left America for 

the UK and Quinville Abbey where he spent much time. John‟s son, also John Singleton 

Copley, would go on to become the first Baron Lyndhurst and three times chancellor of the 

British exchequer. He was a champion of women's rights and of Jewish emancipation. 

There is a John Copley Singleton headstone in Clooney graveyard that reads „In Loving 

Memory of John Copley Singleton who Fell Asleep in Christ on the 7
th

 of March 1890, Aged 

58 Years. Those Deadin Christ ShallRise First.‟ Might this be a great grandson of the artist? 

The Quinville Singleton male line died out in the late 19th century. 

 

10.7 Brinsley MacNamara 

 

Brinsley MacNamara, the penname of John Weldon a writer, playwright, and the registrar of 

the National Gallery of Ireland. He was the author of several novels, the best known was his 

first, The Valley of the Squinting Windows (1918).  

The bookcaused a furore in his native Westmeath on its publication to the extent thatBrinsley 

had to retreat from his home place of Delvin. He continued to write for many years after his 

controversial first work. Among his plays are The Glorious Uncertainty (1923) and Look at the 

Heffernans! (1926). 

 

On the 23
rd

 of June 1920 MacNamara married a local Quin 

girl, Helena Degidonof Rylan in Clooney Church.  

 

Helena was a school teacher. The couple lived in Feaghquin.  

 

At that time the home of Mrs. Muriel O‟Neill was the 

residence provided to the local teacher. Lena Weldon and her 

husband lived there. 

 

John Weldon continued to write under his pseudonym of 

MacNamara. He died at his home on Gilford Drive in 

Sandymount, County Dublin in February 1963. 

 

Situated in Feighquin alongside the "Reading House" is the "Old School", built in 1896. The 

building lay derelict for many years until Ray Cunningham and family tastefully restored it. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Gallery_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valley_of_the_Squinting_Windows
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Dublin
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11 Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

11.1 Conclusions 

 

The Quin Heritage Group over a short few months attempted to interrogate the local landscape 

and to interact with a number of local people to get a sense of Quin‟s heritage. What emerged 

was a collection of sites, references, individuals and stories way beyond our expectations.  

Quin is not only a venerable place but an old place with a rich history. Listed in this report are 

about 50 sites or individuals that have impacted the local community. There are many more 

awaiting attention. 

Some influencers go back to the Bronze Age, others were more recent. The discoveries 

illustrate the wealth of heritage and history that is present in our very local area. These findings 

were made possible in part by the generosity of local landowners who allowed us to enter their 

fields to inspect the monuments present. Other gave of their time to share material with us or 

chat about local heritage and places of interest.  

We are also most grateful to The Heritage Council who sponsored the preliminary research and 

facilitated the production of our local video which can be viewed using this link: 

https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/historical-treasures-found-in-quin-and-surrounding-areas 

As well as this report, please check the website https://quinheritage.ie/ where many other 

stories are to be found. 

 

11.2 Recommendations 

 

- Many of Quin‟s sites are located on private land and access is limited. It is 

recommended that further work is done to map these sites onto GIS to create a virtual 

heritage trail, providing photographs and sound bites of information for each site.  

 

- If possible, develop route maps to show the actual location of Tower Houses/Big 

Houses around Quin. A similar map could also be developed for the principal ringforts. 

This would best suit sites close to the road and those with public access. 

 

- A seminar be presented by the Quin Heritage Group which will further highlight the 

audit and its recommendations The aim of this event will be to encourage community 

participation in the local heritage.  

 

- Commence discussions with a view to rehabilitating the cillíns in the parish and 

acknowledging them with a simple plaque. 

 

- Consider what steps can be taken to increase biodiversity and reduce the parish‟s CO2 

footprint. This would require the work of a dedicated and well-informed subcommittee. 

 

- Consider the possibility of an assessment of the existing ringforts, with expert guidance, 

in the Quin/Clooney/Maghera parish area. 

https://quinheritage.ie/
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- An interpretive centre in Quin Hall with organised tours to the Abbey 

 

- The presence of an onsite guide in the Friary during summer months. It is Quin‟s 

greatest asset.  

 

- Get the local school-children involved in local heritage. 

 

-  Better signage at historic sites 

 

- Work with Clare County Council's experts to evolve a plan to enhance the local 

environment in all its forms -  plant, insect, bird and wildlife. This would be 

developed over a series of seminars and community workdays. 

 

 

11.3 Buíochas 

 

We are very grateful to all those who assisted in the production of this report.  

- First up, we would again wish to thank The Heritage Council who sponsored the 

preliminary research and facilitated the production of our local video. This can be 

viewed at: https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/historical-treasures-found-in-quin-and-

surrounding-areas 

- Thank you to all the landowners who allowed us visit sites on their property. 

 

- To the people who contributed old photographs of Quin. 

 
- To those who clarified some of the history of Quin for us. 

 

- To the local team of Yvonne Gallagher, who handled the formatting and creation of the 

document, Richard Maxted for many of the photos, including the aerial shots, Siobhán 

O‟Sullivan for key local material and Michael Houlihan, author, all of whom made the 

publication possible. 

  

https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/historical-treasures-found-in-quin-and-surrounding-areas
https://www.heritageweek.ie/projects/historical-treasures-found-in-quin-and-surrounding-areas
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12 Appendix 
 

12.1 RMP numbers 

 

NOTE: For those interested in getting more information about individual sites, I have included 

their RMP numbers where available. These RMP (Record of Monuments and Places) are 

unique numbers assigned to recognized monuments by the National Monuments Service. You 

will find them in https://www.archaeology.ie/.  From here use the map to take you to Clare. 

Enter the Monument Number in the lower box and then Search.  Alternatively, using the Query 

facility type in County-Town –Class-Search to lead you to your monument.  

Please be aware that a considerable number of local monuments are on private land. Except 

where clearly indicated as being in the care of the OPW or Clare County Council (castles, 

graveyards, churches etc.) or on private commercial sites extending invitations, such as 

Craggaunowen, permission will always be required to enter these areas. 

Car parking is often limited on side roads, so care needs to be taken not to affect local traffic. 

Often the ground in the sites can be rough and uneven so proper boots and a walking stick 

might be worthwhile. 
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